
The parable of the Good Samaritan is one that many of us 
are familiar with. It reminds us that we should always be 
willing to help people who are in trouble and to respond 
to those who need our help. It challenges us to go beyond 
ourselves and to see people as neighbours, even though 
they may be different to us in some way.

And it raises an important question.  
Who is my neighbour?

At first glance it is a simple question. Generally, our 
neighbour is the person who lives near us, or the people 
we meet from day to day, but these days our neighbour 
also includes people who are brought near to us in other 
ways. Television and social media have opened us up 
to the world. Suddenly people in other countries and 
far places have become our neighbours. We now find 
ourselves involved in things that are happening elsewhere 
in the world. It might be entertaining things like the 
Olympics or sports championships, but it might also be 
tragic things like war, civil unrest and natural disasters.

Jesus uses this parable to teach us about love and 
compassion, both our love for God and our love for 
others. So, who is your neighbour?

In 1856 Revd John Ashley, was on holiday near the Bristol 
Channel. As he looked out over the Bristol Channel, he 
saw hundreds of sailing ships at anchor far from shore 

and he realised that the seafarers working on those ships 
had no one to minister to them. He recognised that these 
seafarers were his neighbours and he became a chaplain 
for seafarers, devoting his life to ministering to them.

Sea Sunday is important because it is the one day set aside 
in the year for churches to remember seafarers. These are 
the people who work on our oceans, sailing ships across 
the seas often in difficult circumstances, bringing us the 
goods we need to live and the materials for industry. 
Seafaring is a hidden world. It is generally invisible to 
mainstream society, especially to those of us who do not 
live in coastal areas, but the people who work on these 
ships are our neighbours and it is important that we 
remember them.

Today, over 160 years later Revd John Ashley’s visionary 
work continues through The Mission to Seafarers. But why 
is this important?

•  Life at sea is often lonely, difficult and dangerous with 
long anti-social hours and the risk of shipwreck, piracy, 
or other accidents. Seafarers find themselves far away 
from home, often sailing to countries where they don’t 
speak the language and where people can sometimes 
be hostile or unwelcoming. This can make them feel 
isolated and vulnerable.

•  There are still many ships that don’t have access to the 
internet. This means seafarers can find it difficult to 
maintain contact with their families.

•  At The Mission to Seafarers we respond to this need 
by visiting seafarers on their ships, welcoming them to 
our seafarer centres and providing practical assistance. 
Through our centres we provide a safe environment away 
from the ships so that seafarers can relax and rest, and buy 
refreshments and toiletries etc. We also provide transport 
to and from the ports to the nearest town or shops.

The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

You may wish to use some of the 
following points for your own sermon  
or talk on Sea Sunday.

‘But wanting to justify himself, he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbour”?



•  When seafarers arrive at our centres, they can use  
the free Wi-Fi and other recreational facilities, such  
as TV, DVDs and table tennis. We try and make our 
centres places of welcome and hospitality. We try to  
be good Samaritans.

•  But it is not just physical needs that we respond to,  
we also respond to spiritual needs. We provide spiritual 
support and guidance through our ordained and lay 
chaplains, volunteers, and through our chapels. We 
also provide free bibles and other Christian literature in 
different languages for any seafarer that needs them.

•  Sometimes seafarers are left in dire situations just  
like the man who was left half-dead on the road to 
Jericho. In our world today some governments, ship 
owners and other organisations and people involved in 
the shipping industry find it very easy to pass by on the 
side of the road and ignore the needs of seafarers. We 
can respond to this by showing compassionate action 
and prophetic leadership.

•  We respond to situations of injustice especially where 
seafarers are abandoned in ports or where they haven’t 
been paid. We act on their behalf by campaigning for 
justice within the shipping industry and we can do this 
because of the support from individuals all over the 
world, people such as yourselves who are answering  
the question ‘who is my neighbour’?

God has empowered all of us to 
‘bandage the wounds’ of seafarers 
and quietly save their lives just like 
the Good Samaritan did on the  
road to Jericho.

Today on Sea Sunday we call the whole church to 
recognise seafarers as their neighbours and to find 
ways of responding. Not everyone can go to the ports 
or become involved in ship visiting but everyone can 
do something to help such as:

•  Prayer – we have a prayer bulletin on our website 
which people can download.

•  Knitting – we have an amazing network of people 
who knit warms hats and scarves for seafarers and 
these are deeply appreciated.

•  Sign up – People can also sign up on our website or 
follow us on social media so that they can receive 
our regular news bulletins about the work that we 
are doing and see how their help is changing lives.

•  Give – And of course, you can give. Every penny 
helps. It enables us to provide bibles in different 
languages and to keep our centres running, 
especially in some of the most difficult places in the 
world. Your giving also helps us run family projects 
so that we can provide practical assistance to 
seafarer families. We have flourishing family projects 
in the Ukraine and in the Philippines.

The Mission to Seafarers is only able to exist and serve 
our seafaring neighbours because of the generosity 
and support from people across the world, people 
who have decided that they are not going to pass by 
or ignore the seafarer, people who have decided to 
recognise the seafarer as their neighbour.

In the words of Jesus himself, let us all support the 
work of caring for seafarers. We can all ‘go and do 
likewise’. We can all get involved and quietly save the 
lives of seafarers.

Thank you for taking part  
in Sea Sunday 2019.

Please send your donations to your local Mission to Seafarers centre or Diocese to be included in the Mission target.

Alternatively, you can send your donations to our National Office: The Mission to Seafarers Australian Office,  
P. O Box 3, WICKHAM NSW 2293 Please let us know to which parish or group your church belongs.  

This information will help us to communicate more effectively with you and the other churches in your area.
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www.mts.org.au  |  To Donate Online visit www.givenow.com.au/seasunday
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