
The parable of the Good Samaritan is one that many of us are familiar with. It reminds 
us that we should always be willing to help people who are in trouble and respond to 
people who need our help. It challenges us to go beyond ourselves and to see people as 
neighbours even though they may be different to us in some way. 

Jesus uses this parable to teach us about love and compassion, both our love for God and 
our love for others. So, who is your neighbour?

Sometimes seafarers are left in dire situations 
just like the man who was left half-dead 
on the road to Jericho. In our world today 
some governments, ship owners and other 
organisations and people involved in the shipping 
industry find it very easy to pass by on the side of 
the road and ignore the needs of seafarers. We 
can respond to this by showing compassionate 
action and prophetic leadership. 

We respond to situations of injustice especially where seafarers are abandoned in ports or 
where they haven’t been paid. We act on their behalf by campaigning for justice within the 
shipping industry and we can do this because of the support from individuals all over the 
world, people such as yourselves who are answering the question ‘who is my neighbour’?

But it is not just physical needs that we respond to, we also respond to spiritual needs. 
We provide spiritual support and guidance through our ordained and lay chaplains, 
volunteers, and through our chapels. We also provide free bibles and other Christian 
literature in different languages for any seafarer that needs them. 

God has empowered all of us to ‘bandage the wounds’ of seafarers and quietly save their 
lives just like the Good Samaritan did on the road to Jericho.

“ You were here when I was not 
expecting you. You did not know  
me, but you found time to see me”

Please make a donation to the 
Mission to Seafarers today

The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

‘ But wanting to justify himself, he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbour”?

Here is my donation of:

 AU$5    AU$25    AU$100    AU$500 Other AU$

My cheque is enclosed and made payable to: The Mission to Seafarers.

Or please debit my credit/debit card: Visa/Mastercard (delete as appropriate)

Card number:

Expiry date:             /

Signature:      Date:

Contact details:

Name:

Address: 

       Postcode:

Email:

Telephone:

The Mission to Seafarers Australian Office  |  P. O Box 3  |  WICKHAM NSW 2293
www.mts.org.au  |  To Donate Online visit www.givenow.com.au/seasunday

Charity ABN: 67403225135

The Mission to Seafarers Australian Office  |  P. O Box 3  |  WICKHAM NSW 2293
www.mts.org.au  |  To Donate Online visit www.givenow.com.au/seasunday

Charity ABN: 67403225135

You can also donate by depositing money to:

Bank Details:  BSB: 036306 Acc No: 430614

Please tick where the donation is going:

 The Australian Council

 MTS centre

OR

Donate on line by going to: www.givenow.com.au/seasunday



Thank you!
for supporting Sea Sunday

Your support today will allow us to reach even more seafarers  
and their families who are in need

Over 1.5 million men and women work at sea. The work they do is at the 
heart of supporting our economy and moving the goods we use every day. 

 A seafarer’s life is often lonely and can be dangerous. With your vital  
help it doesn’t have to be friendless or without hope. You can be a  

neighbour to crews everywhere in need. 

Send in your Sea Sunday donations using the form overleaf.

‘I could not breathe properly for several days and whilst working yesterday I thought I 
would collapse, so I asked our captain to bring me to the hospital,’ he said. 

For the next hour or so, we talked about his family, his work at sea, and how he  
became a seafarer, his fears of losing his job if his medical condition proved to be  
worse than he thought.  

We sat there listening to him, telling him that everything would be fine, that we will 
pray for him and his family. 

‘Here’s a sim card and a top up’, the chaplain said. ‘Use that and call your family, have a 
video chat with them so that they will see you, and know that you are well looked after. 
They need not worry.’ 

The seafarer got out his phone and contacted his wife. Soon they were chatting. ‘See 
the people who are visiting me’, he said to his wife, ‘the chaplain and his friend. I don’t 
feel alone anymore.’

Then the seafarer cried. 

I could not control myself. I cried, too. We just sat there silent, my tears falling down my 
cheeks. I hadn’t cried like this in years. 

Before we left, the seafarer thanked the chaplain. ‘I will not forget you’, he said. You were 
here when I was not expecting you. You did not know me, but you found time to see me.

Please pray for seafarers and their families on Sea Sunday and make a donation to the 
work of The Mission to Seafarers.

One of our volunteer ship visitors shares his experience.
For the past five weeks I have been shadowing one of the chaplains working 
in ports in the north of England, to understand the needs of seafarers when 
they go on shore leave and how these needs are met by welfare services and 
organisations working in the area. 

This morning we set off early as a Filipino seafarer was brought to a hospital via 
a helicopter from a supply vessel stationed in the North Sea after experiencing 
breathing difficulties. We were to visit him. 

Before going to the hospital, we nipped down a supermarket to buy some stuff to 
be brought to the hospital. We bought things he might need, toiletries, an adaptor 
for his phone and grapes to munch!

In the hospital, the Filipino seafarer was surprised to see us. He was not expecting us. 
The chaplain introduced himself. I extended my hand to him and said hello. The 
seafarer rose from his bed. ‘How did you know that I am here?’ he asked. ‘We got 
a call from the coast guard and we thought of dropping by to say hello, to see if 
you need anything from us’, we said. The seafarer looked at us with sorrow. He 
had company for now, in a foreign country, in the whitewashed and antiseptic 
glow of the morning sun flooding his room. 

What is Sea Sunday?
Sea Sunday is the global celebration of the enduring and vital work of the Mission 
to Seafarers. It has been happening every year for over 160 years and is our biggest 
fundraising event of the year. 

On Sea Sunday, your church can become a powerhouse of prayer and fundraising for 
our work. Each year in July you can join with thousands of other Christians across 
the world who come together to pray, celebrate and fundraise for our vital work.

Mission to Seafarers
The Mission to Seafarers provides help and support to the 1.5 million men and 
women who face danger every day to keep our global economy afloat. We work 
in over 200 ports in 50 countries caring for seafarers of all ranks, nationalities and 
beliefs. Through our global network of chaplains, staff and volunteers we offer 
practical, emotional and spiritual support to seafarers through ship visits, drop-in 
seafarers’ centres and a range of welfare and emergency support services.

Find out more about our work www.mts.org.au 

Tweet us your #SeaSunday photos @FlyingAngelNews  
or share with us on Instagram and Facebook.


